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ASH WEDNESDAY 
FAMILY LITURGY 

FEBRUARY 17, 2021  
 +++ 

You are invited and encouraged to participate fully in this liturgy by praying and 
singing with us from home.  

 
 

 
Gathering Song Stay with me (Wonder, Love, and Praise 826)     J. Berthier  

Stay with me, remain here with me, 
Watch and pray, watch and pray. 

 
The Collect of the Day  
God of mercy, you love everything that you have made.  You forgive the sins of all who are truly 
sorry. Make our hearts clean, that we will tell you what we have done wrong.  We know that you will 
heal us, forgive us, and bless us; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

The Gospel  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
Deacon:      The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People:       Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
   
Jesus taught his disciples many things about prayer.  “Don’t go around telling everyone how much 
you pray, or draw attention to yourself by praying loudly on a street corner.   Go into your own 
room, shut the door quietly and pray in secret to your Father in heaven.  God will see you there and 
reward you.”  One day, Jesus told a story about two people who prayed.  One was full of himself and 
his own goodness: “There once was a Pharisee who went into the temple and he prayed like this: 
‘Thank you, God, that I am not like other people, greedy, dishonest, lying—and I am not like that 
tax collector over there, who cheats everyone.  I fast twice a week and I give a tenth of all my money 
to the temple.’  Meanwhile, the other person lowered his eyes to the ground because he was so 
ashamed of himself.  He could hardly bring himself to say anything.  He was wringing his hands and 
weeping, ‘O God, have mercy on me, a sinner!’  “Which prayer did God hear?” asked Jesus, as his 
disciples looked at each other, knowing there were times when they too were proud and thought 
they were better than others.  “I can tell you, Jesus said, “God heard that poor tax collector’s prayer 
and forgave him, but the Pharisee went away without God’s forgiveness.”  
from The Bible for Children, retold by M. Watts   
 
Deacon:      The Gospel of the Savior.  
People:        Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The Homily  
 

The Lenten Invitation    
Dear Friends: Every year we tell the story of Jesus’ last days with his disciples, his death on the cross, 
and his resurrection.  In this season called Lent, we get ready for the great mystery of Easter by 
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looking at our lives to see how we can more closely follow God.   We pray, we study the Bible, we 
reach out to others who need our help, we focus on what we need instead of what we want.  To 
begin, we now kneel before God and tell God that we are sorry for what we have done wrong, and 
ask God to forgive us.    
 
The Blessing and Imposition of Ashes during Psalm 103 
Almighty God, you created us out of the dust of the earth, and we are your people.  Let these ashes 
be a sign that we belong to you, and because you love us, you have made us forever yours, on earth 
and in heaven, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.  
 

If you picked up ashes at church this previous weekend, while Psalm 103 is sung, you may put ashes on your 
forehead or have members of your household impose the ashes on each other. Get a small amount of ash on your 
thumb and make the sign of the cross on the forehead saying: 
“Remember that you belong to God, and that God loves you.”  
 
Psalm 103 Bless the Lord, my soul (WLP 825)              J. Berthier 

Bless the Lord my soul,  
and bless God’s holy name. 

 
The Litany of Penitence Kneeling, as able. Said responsively by leader and people. 
 
God of mercy and love, we confess to you and to each other that we have not lived the way you want 
us to live.  We are truly sorry, and we ask you to forgive us.  Create in us a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within us.  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  
 
We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength.  We have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  We have not forgiven others, as you have forgiven us. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  
 
We are proud, impatient, angry.  We envy others who have more than we do.  We do not share what 
we have. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
We turn away when others need our help.  We are not kind.  We do not care.  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  
 
Wash us from our wrongdoing and make us clean from sin. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 
The Peace 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And with thy spirit. 
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The Prayer over the People 
God’s blessing be with you,  
Christ’s peace be with you,   
the Spirit’s outpouring be with you,   
now and always.  Amen.  
 
Hymn Ubi caritas (WLP 831)        J. Berthier 

Ubi caritas et amor, 
Deus ibi est. 

(Where charity and love are, God is there.) 
 
The Dismissal 

Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People:       Thanks be to God. 

  
Sending Music Improvisation on “He’s Got the Whole World In His Hands”  Negro Spiritual 

Matthew Woods, piano 
 

Liturgy adapted from one created by Wendy Claire Barrie, Director of Family Faith Formation and 
Education at Trinity Church Wall Street.  
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Rector: The Rev. Dr. Robert Black, rblack@SLS.church 
Deacon: The Rev. Bonnie Duckworth, bduckworth@SLS.church 
Director of Music Ministry:  Matthew Woods, mwoods@SLS.church  
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Office Manager: Tracey Vail, tracey@SLS.church 
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THE PARISH OFFICERS AND VESTRY 
2021: Chip Carter (Jr. Warden), Michael Greene (Sr. Warden), Fle Griffith, Chris McKinney 
2022: Pati Carter, Anne Scott Clement, George Jones, Stephanie Phoenix 
2023: Tory Curran, Kathleen Dunn, Mike Mills, Matt Storey 
Parish Officers: Mark Bias (Secretary); Kathy Carter (Treasurer); Chip Short (Chancellor) 
 

PARISH PRAYER 
O God, in your abundant grace you sent your Son to be the light of the world: Grant that we may 
come and see the difference that Christ makes in each of us as we seek to become your beloved 
community; and as we gather in intentional worship, may we ever be reminded of your 
transformative love which is the foundation of our faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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