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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

NOVEMBER 29, 2020 + 10:30 A.M. 
HOLY EUCHARIST 

 
 

 +++ 
You are invited and encouraged to participate fully in this liturgy by praying and singing with us from home. Those in 

attendance, please refrain from singing hymns, have your mask on at all times, and maintain at least 6+ feet of distance 
from those not in your household. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
O God, rejoicing, we remember the promise of your Son. As the light from this candle shines, may 
the blessing of Christ come upon us, brightening our way and guiding us by his truth. May Christ 
our Savior bring life into the darkness of our world, and to us, as we wait for his coming. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Voluntary  Improvisation 
 

Hymn 640 Watchman, tell us of the night   Aberystwyth 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
Opening Acclamation Book of Common Prayer, 351 
Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant introduces the Confession with an appropriate verse of Scripture. 
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence) 
All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 
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Trisagion S-102 Sung three times. Alexander Archangelsky 

 
The Absolution 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray.  
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
First Reading       Isaiah 64:1-9 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
 so that the mountains would quake at your presence-- 
as when fire kindles brushwood 

and the fire causes water to boil-- 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 

so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
From ages past no one has heard, 

no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 

who works for those who wait for him. 
You meet those who gladly do right, 
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those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 

because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
We have all become like one who is unclean, 

and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
There is no one who calls on your name, 

or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 

and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 

we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
and do not remember iniquity forever. 
Now consider, we are all your people. 
 

Lector:   The Word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18  Thomas Pavlechko  
The cantor sings the refrain. All repeat the refrain. The cantor sings the psalm verses. All repeat the refrain 
where indicated. 
 

 
 

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *  
stir up your strength and come to help us. 

Restore us, O God of hosts; *  
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

O LORD God of hosts, *  
how long will you be angered  
despite the prayers of your people? 

You have fed them with the bread of tears; *  
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.  (Refrain)              
 
You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *  
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
Restore us, O God of hosts; *  
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
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Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, *  
and son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

And so will we never turn away from you; *  
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.  (Refrain) 
 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in 
Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every 
kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not 
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also 
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God 
is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Lector:   The Word of the Lord.  
People:   Thanks be to God 
 
Hymn 73 The King shall come when morning dawns   St. Stephen 
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The Gospel  Mark 13:24-37 
Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, 
 

the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he 
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth 
to the ends of heaven. 
 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 
all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 
 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a 
man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his 
work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do 
not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 
cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I 
say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord.  
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon                                          The Rev. Dr. Robert Black 
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The Nicene Creed  Said by all. BCP, 358 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People:  And also with you. 

Announcements 
 

Birthday Prayer  Prayed by all. 
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they 
may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise 
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them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your peace which passes understanding abide all 
the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Birthdays last week: George Kemp, Patsy Rendleman, Edward Clement, Bette Ann 
Thiedeman 
Birthdays this week: Carol Palmer, Tim Downing, Tyler Black, Susan Wear 

 

Offertory Sentence and Offering 
Your generous support is greatly appreciated. There are several ways to contribute to St. Luke’s:  

1) Set up an auto-draft with your financial institution.  
2) Mail a check to 131 West Council Street, Salisbury, NC 28144.  

Please do not bring checks to the office at this time. 
3) Give online at www.SLS.church/give 
4) Text 73256 with the message: Stlukes # (# is the amount you want to give)  

 

Thank you for your support, as always. Contact Tracey (tracey@sls.church) with questions. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory Anthem “Arise, the Kingdom is at hand”   Christopher Tye 
 

Arise, the kingdom is at hand, 
The King is drawing nigh; 

O come with joy, thou faithful band, 
to meet the Lord most high! 

Look up, ye souls weighed down with care, 
The Sovereign is not far; 

Look up, faint hearts, from your despair, 
Behold the Morning Star! 

 
The Doxology: Hymn 59, Verse 5 Merton 

  
Eucharistic Prayer D BCP, 372 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

http://www.sls.church/give
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People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Celebrant: It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, 

living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 
 
 Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with 

your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 
 
 Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, 

beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with 
them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify 
your Name, as we sing, 

 
Sanctus S-129 Robert Powell 

 
 

Celebrant: We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your 
wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, 
in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our 
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy 
you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into 
covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 
 
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our 
Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. 
To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. 
To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, 
and made the whole creation new. 
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And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the 
Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to 
bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own 
who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his 
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting 
his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, 
we praise you and we bless you. 
 

All:  We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our God. 
 

The Celebrant continues: Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may 
descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for 
your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice 
in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your 
Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
 
Remember (names are inserted here) all who minister in your Church. Remember all your people, 
and those who seek your truth. Remember (names of those on the parish prayer list are inserted 
here). Remember… (the Priest adds other prayers applicable to our lives, church, and world). 
 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with Mary the God-bearer, with patriarchs, prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs, with Luke all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We 
praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and 
Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.  
 
People:  AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
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forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 
Fraction Anthem S-169 Ray W. Urwin 

 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God…. 
 
Spiritual Communion (adapted from St. Augustine’s Prayer Book) 
The Book of Common Prayer reminds us that if one is unable to actually consume the consecrated bread and 
wine due to extreme sickness or disability (or in our case, a pandemic) the desire is enough for God to grant all 
the benefits of communion. When being present at a celebration of the Eucharist is absolutely impossible, this 
act of prayer and meditation can provide the means by which you can associate yourself with the Eucharistic 
action and open yourself to God’s grace and blessing. 

➙During the Communion hymn or while the few people facilitating worship partake in the Eucharist, you 
may pray the Act of Reception for Spiritual Communion: 
 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed 
Body and Blood are offered this day, and remembering the Eucharist being celebrated at this 
moment at St. Luke’s, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of 
this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace 
and the hope of glory. 
 

I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive 
communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all 
my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life 
until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. 
 

http://www.forwardmovement.org/Products/2130/saint-augustines-prayer-book.aspx
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Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom and guide 
me in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness; and, in the power 
of your gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or disturbs the growth of your 
kingdom, who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn At Communion 68 Rejoice! rejoice, believers   Llangloffan 
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The Post-Communion Prayer BCP, 366 
Celebrant:    Let us pray.  
All:   Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and 
for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of 
your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to 
do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of 
Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Blessing 
  
Hymn 57 Lo! He comes with clouds descending   Helmsley 
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The Dismissal 
Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People:       Thanks be to God. 

  
Voluntary Variations on Aberystwyth   Paul Lindsley Thomas 
  

 
All music printed with permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725767. 

SJMP Account #1013-for podcast permission 
 

+++ 
Today, we especially pray for: 

 
Those in crisis of health or circumstance: Chip Carter, Brenda Forbis, Chris McLane, Andrea 
Misenheimer, Betty Dan Spencer, Mickey York 
 
Those who are away at school: Nellie Brown, Ruth Clement, Aidan DeHaas, Heather Duncan, 
Jason Earnhardt, Caroline Forbis, Zach Huddleston, Mary Kaufmann, Abigail Lund, Cassandra 
Phoenix, Hans Roemer, Ellen Simons, Boyd Temple, Isabel Temple 
 
Those with ongoing needs due to health, circumstance, or civic service: Henry Brown, Dick 
Brownell, Patrick Carter, David Cline, Lillie Cowan, Donna Gravely, Emily Hain, David Hamaty, 
Betty Hedrick, Will Holladay, Blair Joyner, David Kemp, Jason Koontz, Walker Latimer, Don 
Lyerly, Jane Maxwell, Nan Medley, Joanne Nichols, Jim Phillips, Ian Schulte, Oliver Scott, Dirk 
Steenwyk, Ray Stoddard, Ruth Trollinger, Barbara Upright 
 

+++ 
Candles in memory or honor of: James Allan Dunn, Sr., Lois Sanford Dunn, Mary Dunn 
Goodman, Lois Dunn Lore, Grover Watson Allen, Carrie Bailey Allen, Dolores Allen Swaim 
 
Altar flowers in memory or honor of: Arthur David Davis, Mary Apperson Davis 
 

+++ 
 

TODAY’S SERVERS: 
Cantor: Hunter Safrit 

Lector: Kathleen Dunn 
Acolyte: Wyatt Goodnight 
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ST. LUKE’S STAFF 
Rector: The Rev. Dr. Robert Black, rblack@sls.church 
Deacon: The Rev. Bonnie Duckworth, bduckworth@sls.church 
Director of Music Ministry:  Matthew Woods, mwoods@sls.church 
Director of Children’s and Youth Ministry & Communications: Caroline Stephenson, cstephenson@sls.church  
Office Manager: Tracey Vail, tracey@sls.church 
Sexton: Marcus Corry, mcorry@sls.church 
 
   

THE PARISH OFFICERS AND VESTRY 
2020: Darlene Ball, Amy Goodnight, Drew Griffith, Dora Mbuwayesango (Sr. Warden) 
2021: Chip Carter, Michael Greene (Jr. Warden), Fle Griffith, Chris McKinney 
2022: Pati Carter, Anne Scott Clement, George Jones, Stephanie Phoenix 
Parish Officers: Mark Bias (Secretary); Kathy Carter (Treasurer); Chip Short (Chancellor) 
 

PARISH PRAYER 
O God, in your abundant grace you sent your Son to be the light of the world: Grant that we may 
come and see the difference that Christ makes in each of us as we seek to become your beloved 
community; and as we gather in intentional worship, may we ever be reminded of your 
transformative love which is the foundation of our faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

mailto:mwoods@sls.church

